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public too often allowed these vices to overcome these virtues.
Traditional Royalist movements such as the Camelots du Roi
and the Actionfrangaise, and semi-Fascist movements such as the
Cagoulards and the Croix de Feu, won many adherents among the
higher officials. The bureaucracy violated its own raison d'etre
and its inherent principles by coming down into the political
arena: and the parliamentary Republic became not, like any
other regime, the master to be served, but rather the enemy to
be destroyed. The betrayal of thefonctionnaires was even more
drastic and immediate hi its effects than la trahison des clercs of
which Julian Benda wrote so eloquently.1
This betrayal came to light, as will later be shown, in the
willing response given to the experiment of Vichy in I94O.2
That regime of dug-out army, naval and judicial officers to
which so many North African colonial administrators paid
ready homage, was not only 'the revenge of the anti-Dreyfus-
ards'. It was also the revenge of ihzfonctionnaires for long years
of parliamentary corruption and incompetence. But be it noted
that the men of Vichy had to carry out many dismissals and
replacements in the Conseil d'£tat, and in the ranks of the Pre-
fects and the Army, before they could make these bodies pli-
able and servile tools of their dictatorship. The betrayal was
never complete: and was no greater than the betrayal of the
majority of the National Assembly—that other branch of
middle-class predominance—which in July 1940 abdicated
political responsibility by their grant of wide emergency powers
to Marshal Petain. The change of label, from 'the French Re-
public5 to 'the French State', expresses exactly the transfer of
allegiance which both bureaucracy and frightened parliamen-
tarians made in the face of national disaster.
It will be shown below how far this attitude—this 'adminis-
trative outlook5—prevailed in such crises as the Macmahon
crisis of 1877, tne Boulanger and Dreyfus crises, and the
supreme crisis of 1940. Suffice now to note its social roots in
1	Julian Benda:  La   Trahison  des Clercs   (1927)—a study  of the
'nationalization of intellect', which was widely discussed in both
France and Britain in the late nineteen-twenties.
2	See Chapter VI for a study of the Vichy regime.

